
 

 

Life with Lennie 
 
Lennie is a large, black, 5 year old Greyhound, who came to live with us 
almost 4 weeks ago now. He and our Doberman / Springer cross, Grace, get 
on famously - though it's clear that Grace is the one who wears the trousers 
in the relationship! It took Lennie a while to get accustomed to things that 
other dogs, not having spent their lives in training or racing kennels, take for 
granted. And Lennie had more to get used to than most; we live on a 90 foot 
barge! He loves to stand on deck, just gazing at the views; great Titanic 
impression! He used to be fascinated by the water that creeps up round his 
new home every day - but that’s rather old hat now! 
 
He's always curious - he loves the fridge and the bin! - but got quite a shock 
when he stuck his head in the hot oven! He's not done that again; 
Greyhounds are quick learners!  
 
One thing he's learned recently - sofas make great Greyhound beds!! And it 
doesn't matter if someone’s already sitting there; he'll just squeeze on 
anyway, plonk his head in their lap, and just go to sleep!  
 
And the nicest thing about Lennie? It's that he's always so happy to see us; 
that he knows we're his family now, just as much as we feel he's our dog.  
 
Lennie has been our first adopted Greyhound; and somehow, I don't think 
he's going to be our last! 

Article by Shani Pearson 
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A summer supporting Greyhoundhomer RGT 

 

I’ve had a great time this 
summer supporting 
Greyhoundhomer. We live in 
Luton so we have to travel a 
long way to get to shows in 
places we have never been 
before but with the help of 
Tom Tom we do get there 
eventually 
 
Now I wear a 
Greyhoundhomer polo shirt 
and this means when I walk 
the dogs or go to shows 
people can see that I support 
them trying to find forever 
homes for Greyhounds. 
 

 

The lighter side of life… 
 

A man is walking down the street when he hears a voice, "Pssst you come 
over here!" He looks round and can see no one but an old mangy Greyhound. 
"yes over here!" Said the Greyhound "Look at me I'm tied up here, I should 
be racing I won 14 races in my career you know?" The man thought to himself 
"Oh my god a talking dog, I have to have it, it will make me rich, TV 
appearances cabaret bookings" So he goes in search of the owner. He found 
the owner and said "I'd like to buy your dog, is he for sale??" The owner says 
"No mate you don't want that old moth eaten thing!" "But I do!" Insisted the 
man "I'll give you £1000 for him.” "OK said the owner but I think your making 
a big mistake!" Handing over the money the man said "Why do you think 
that?" The man replied "Because that dog’s a blinking liar it's never won a 
race in its life!" 

I wore it for the first time at 
the Stifford Show. Usually it’s 
just me and my Nan, but 

 
 

Left to right: Dan, Alison and Emma judging the 
Garons Park Dog Show 

 

that day my Mum came with my brother. He’s too young to be a volunteer 
but he wore his polo shirt too. He loves Greyhounds and so do I. We had a 
good time walking around, talking to people we know from the Ockendon 
Kennels and seeing dogs who had been rehomed. And making a fuss of 
those who needed a home. 
 
We went to the Robin Hood County Show at Garon Park in Southend, (and I 
thought Robin Hood lived in Nottingham)!!! We went to help Pat and her 
team with the stall but Pat had a surprise lined up for me – a very special 
job helping Alison and Dan judge the Dog Show. I was so excited, there 
were so many dogs there, and every owner was hoping to win.  Sometimes 
it was really hard to choose a winner, there were cute dogs, not so pretty 
dogs who were just as loveable. We were kept really busy, looking at toy 
dogs, little dogs, bigger dogs and huge dogs like the Rescue Great Dane who 
won a first prize. 
 
At the Orsett Family Fun Day there were no dogs to judge but I was kept 
busy helping on the stall. The local MP dropped by and spent quite a long 
time talking to us and making a fuss of the Greyhounds who were there. 
 
I had a fantastic fun-packed day and hope I can do it again next year. Now 
my Nan knows I’m serious about Greyhounds she is going to buy me a 
Greyhoundhomer fleece to wear when it is not so warm. Have you got yours 
yet? 

Article by Emma (Pat Sheppards Grandaughter) 

 

 

FOUNTAIN PEN 
RAFFLE 

 
This is the first time 
we've tried something 
like this, but we've 
had two quality 
fountain pens 
donated to us and we 
thought we'd try 
raffling them online. 
ALL entries MUST 
reach us by 
midnight on the 
11th of September 
2010. You can 
enter the raffle via 
PayPal or complete 
a form to send in to 
us by post. 
  
The first pen is a 
Cross Century II 
Rolled Gold Fountain 
pen. The person who 
donated it to us says 
it was purchased in 
2008 and cost 
£130.00. The second 
pen is a a Lamy 
Safari Limited Edition 
Fountain pen from 
2009, which was 
purchased for 
£15.00. Since there 
are two pens we will 
draw two entries, the 
first entry drawn out 
will receive the Cross 
Century II Gold pen 
and the second entry 
drawn will receive the 
Lamy Safari pen. 
Click the button 
below to enter. 
 

 

© Greyhoundhomer RGT 2010
Greyhoundhomer RGT is a branch of the Retired Greyhound Trust Registered Charity Number 269668 
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The Greyhoundhomer RGT Homing Co-Ordinator 

 

Mark has asked me to do a piece about being co-ordinator for 
Greyhoundhomer RGT, to start our work consists of being in touch with the 
trainers and keeping a list of dogs waiting to come into the kennels. Once 
they are on the list it’s all about getting them neutered, teeth done and 
vaccinated. When they come to the top of the list they then come into our 
kennels, While they are waiting, they are photographed by Bob and put on 
the website. Each time a dog is homed from the kennel a new dog replaces 
it. When we receive a phone call from somebody wanting a dog, it is then a 
home check and a visit to the kennels to select their dog and follow up 
phone calls etc. to make sure both dog and owner are okay. In between all 
that I book events for us to attend to promote the dogs, I am now getting 
lots of people who have seen us about, phoning and asking if we could 
attend their event, Some we can and some we cannot do as on a big event 
we need all hands helping. This year we have attended lots of events and 
have been rewarded by the large number of dogs homed 146, which is really 
good. I also do all the buying of the goods you see on the stand and on the 
website. I keep a database of everyone who has ever homed a dog from us 
and this goes to Mark who uses it to email you all with what’s on. I also keep 
in touch with Mark letting him know what dogs are homed and when and 
from what kennel. I keep in touch with the vets and make sure we have no 
dogs that need treatment. I do the accounts that are sent to head office 
once per month, whist doing the accounts, I have to check the paperwork for 
trainers and new owners and send off the insurance paperwork to Petplan. I 
also deal with the microchip paperwork sending that to Petlog, a copy of 
which we keep. I try to keep up with everyone who emails me (except when 
BT decide to cut me off for three weeks.) 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON TOMMY 
A February 2005 boy, Tommy is a very 
friendly lad who walks well on the lead and 
who should fit in well in most family 
circumstances. Tommy is being 
‘spotlighted’ because he will need 
medication for the rest of his life due to an 
overactive immune system which causes 
him to suffer from Gingivitis. This means 
he is on Steroids to control the condition, 

 
 

Tommy (Lughill Tommy) 

the cost of which will be met by the Retired Greyhound Trust, leaving you 
just responsible for other care \ vet bills. We would really like to see Tommy 
go to a good home and don't want to see him become a long termer in the 
Kennels, he really is a nice lad so why not give him a try out? 
  

Tommy can be seen at our Bishops Stortford Kennels 
Contact: Elaine Richards 

Tel. 01279 501 899 
Email: elaine@greyhoundhomer.co.uk

The good side is I love to meet everyone at the shows with their dogs, it 
makes it all worth while to see the dogs settled and happy owners, the down 
side is when a dog comes back through no fault of its own and it looks 
dejected and lost when coming back into a kennels as if to say what have I 
done. 
 
Who can I thank? All the people who have kindly taken a dog into their heart 
and given it a lovely home, all the people who help at shows, those that help 
in different ways knitting, making jam, doing boat trips, running curry 
nights, taking part in the Great North Run and getting sponsors, those who 
sponsor a dog every month, the trainers who sponsor us in events, those 
who walk the dogs at the kennels, so the dogs get to see something other 
than a paddock, in fact everybody who is somehow connected with us in 
whatever way, you are the stars. 

Article by Pat Philpot 

 

 

© Greyhoundhomer RGT 2010
Greyhoundhomer RGT is a branch of the Retired Greyhound Trust Registered Charity Number 269668 

http://www.greyhoundhomer.co.uk/bishops.htm
mailto:elaine@greyhoundhomer.co.uk?subject=RE:%20Lughill%20Tommy
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NO MORE DOGS! 

 
Grace came home in February, with Spring 
joining us in June.  
Not bad since I’d only met Pat last 
November and been involved with 
Greyhoundhomer since January ! Plus I’d 
been told by my poor long suffering 
husband – “No more dogs !”   LOL ………… 
As if I would dream of that !! 
 
I’m not proud of my disobedience, just so 
grateful he usually lets me have my own 
way, …………. and he really is one in a 

 
 

 

 

Gracie 
 

million. But on the other hand, he is also a sucker for a Greyhound. 
 
Having been ‘in and out of Greyhounds’ for approximately thirty years, we 
have had more than our fair share of mainly other people’s cast offs, 
including two three legged black girls. But I would not have had it any other 
way, and can look back knowing we have given a little to so many, and have 
made some wonderful friends along the way. 
 
Grace is an eight year old blue and white, solid sort of girl. She never raced, 
and was homed by Pat some years ago. Sadly when her life crashed in 
February, due to family circumstances, and no fault of her own, Pat stepped 
in, and homed her directly to a lovely new family, who wanted her, but when 
she attacked the cat, she received a torn eye and a visit to the vets. Sadly 
with these two creatures, it was never going to work, and unfortunately she 
had to go to kennels. This was a huge shock to her, and on top of losing her 
home and family, the kennels in February were cold, and she was so 
confused, not understanding what she’d done wrong. 
 

 
 

Spring 
 

We already had one Grey, my 
gorgeous darling Ruby, but we have 
other dogs, and a re-homed cat, so 
I knew it wouldn’t be plain sailing. I 
was however confident, and Pat was 
kind enough to let us try, but I will 
say at this stage, that there are 
different personalities of cats, just 
as there are different personalities 
of dogs, but you have got a very 
good chance of making it work, as 
long as you are sensible, and have 
patience. We are fortunate to have 
the most beautiful small cat, who 
lives in doors as a house cat, and 
although only just five years old, is 
very clever, and does not spring or 
leap about. Well not often anyway. 
She will sit on the sidelines, and 
watch and assess a new dog in the 

family until she has it’s measure. This is what she did with Grace, and would 
watch her from a higher level.  
 
To start with Grace was muzzled, and I never ever left the two of them 
together, and gradually with the help of a spray bottle full of water, a stern 
voice, and a watchful eye, Grace would walk past the cat whilst she was on 
the work top. I found this easier to do at mealtime after all the meals were 
prepared and laid out, as all furies were more focussed on the dinner bowls. 

© Greyhoundhomer RGT 2010
Greyhoundhomer RGT is a branch of the Retired Greyhound Trust Registered Charity Number 269668 
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NO MORE DOGS (Continued…) 
 

 
 

Spring 
 

It’s not easy, and you have to be 
prepared to be vigilant at all times, 
but believe me the journey is so 
worth the effort. Grace now, is 
totally trustworthy, and the cat 
walks between her legs, but I would 
still never go out and leave them 
together. 

There was never a problem with the dogs, as Grace was obviously well 
socialised, and my lot are just used to it. They just think “oh goodness, 
another one." Grace had a look around and thought, “this looks ok, so will do 
for me.” ………. Now I can’t move for her ! She’s always by my side. She has 
always been a winger, if she cannot see you, but she’s a complete Mummy’s 
girl. She also has the habit of spreading her body and limbs as long and as 
wide as she can to take up the whole of any canine bed she has found 
vacant. We do laugh, but have fallen over her so many times. She also has 
this obsession with her Dad’s hand towel. As we live in a bungalow, the 
doors are mostly always open, and it has become a game to tease her Dad. 
Every time he replaces the towel she nips in there and twists and tugs it off 
the ring, drags it up the hallway, or into the garden. Its so funny that it was 
quite a few days before her Dad realised what was happening, and actually 
moved it, or tied it on. Oh well, what can one say ? LOL 
 

 

 

We started taking Grace to fundraising events along with Ruby, but sadly at 
the age of almost thirteen, it wasn’t fair on Ruby, and I began to think about 
another one. Grace has always been a bit mad, and I appreciate that many 
folk would prefer a quieter hound, but we love her spirit, and when I met 
Spring (previously Colly Dolly) she was very very similar, and I knew she 
was THE ONE. I also knew it would not be possible to get my way with 
hubby again !  
 
Well …..About three weeks later we collected Spring from kennels. She took 
one giant leap in the air and hubby was smitten. He suggested naming her 
Spring, as this is what she does, and I thought it was a small price to pay for 
owning such a lovely funny girl.  
 
We introduced her to our dogs 
straight away, but only one at a 
time, but as expected none were 
much bothered and soon went back 
to bed. However, the cat was a very 
serious problem, as Spring was 
newly retired with 124 races to her 
credit, and still very very keen. We 
decided to invest in a couple of child 
gates to adapt in order to help 
separate dog from cat, until she 
could be trusted, and this has 

 
 

Spring letting rip 
 

helped us so much. Now it won’t work in many instances, but our cat being a 
special short legged variety, and sensible, has never attempted to jump 
over, and cannot squeeze through. I did not expect this bonus, and we did 
not have to make them higher. We also have a bell on the cat’s collar, so at 
all times, we know where abouts she is.  
 
Spring is the most adorable and happy grinning dog, and we love her to bits. 
Often found laying in the most awkward place with legs up the wall, and one 
eye on me in case its walk or food time. And she jumps on her Dad’s bowls 
trolly when he wheels it across the floor.  And now, two months later, 
although she is still not trustworthy with the cat, she is definitely getting 



NO MORE DOGS (Continued…) 
 
there, and I AM making it work. I have no doubt I will succeed, and already 
the cat is no longer bothered about her !  In fact Spring is a bit scared of the 
cat now, as it could mean a scolding from me or a squirt from the spray 
bottle, and seeing as I am the sole food provider in this establishment, it 
pays to stay on my right side.  
 
I will stress that no chances are taken, and at night, the cat is shut in the 
kitchen. Also we would still use the muzzle if we are busy, and they were 
together. There is still a way to go, but we are having such enormous fun, 
and I am getting used to peeling the spuds with two Greys wrapped around 
my legs. Ruby has the good sense to stay on her soft bed.  
 
Thank you Alison for telling me about Grace when she first came in to 
kennels, and thank you to Pat for allowing us to be owned by our beautiful 
new girls. xx   

Article by Hazel Homer 
 

Footnote, sadly since Hazel wrote this article Ruby has gone to the Rainbow Bridge. 
For the past year Ruby has been fighting a disease affecting her Lymphatic System, 
unfortunately she lost that fight at 1:30am on Wednesday the 25th of August. 
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A Sunday Morning 
Kennel Walk 

 

It’s Sunday morning, weather’s fine, 
Today it’s Greyhound walking time. 
The car is loaded, boots in back, 
In case we walk a muddy track.  
Start the engine, hit the road,  
Get yourself in walking mode.  
 
Arrive at kennels, car is parked, 
Now wait to hear those Greyhounds bark.  
We walk up quietly to the gate, 
Slide the bolt, just stand and wait, 
They’ve heard us coming, ears are sharp, 
The chorus sets off howls and barks. 
 
Each dog will now just want a fuss,  
And hope that they will walk with us.  
We choose the one whose tail wags best, 
But don’t despair, we’ll walk the rest.  
The leads attached and muzzle on,  
Then at the ready, let’s be gone.  
 
It did not take us very long, 
To find the chosen one was strong. 
The slow walk soon becomes a run,  
Both dog and I are having fun.  
The walk is over, back we go,  
With a dog that just can’t do slow.  
 
Where’s a chair, I ask in jest,  
With that there dog, I need a rest.  
On our return there’s more good news, 
New owners come, a dog to choose.  
Lots of discussion, decision time,  
A nice black dog, whose coat just shines. 

 
 
 
The paperwork, Pat must complete,  
The mood of helpers, real upbeat.  
Hours spent on telephones 
To try and find the dogs some homes.  
And when one goes it’s all worthwhile, 
Owners and dog with huge great smiles.   
 

Poem by the man who said “No more 
dogs“, Alan Homer 

 
 
 

 
 

Back to front: Ruby, Spring and Grace 

© Greyhoundhomer RGT 2010
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| Want to get in touch? 

If you have any comments about this Newsletter, or would like to get in 
touch with a member of the committee, please use the details below: 
 

 

 Contact John Sheppard (Chairman) 

Email john@greyhoundhomer.co.uk 

Phone 01279 501 899 
 

 
 CONTACTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Got an idea for 
the next 

newsletter? 
If you’ve got an idea 

for the next 
newsletter, please 

submit it by email to 
Mark. 

Contact Pat Philpot (Homing Co-ordinator & Merchandising) 

Email pat@greyhoundhomer.co.uk 

Phone 01708 551 689 
 

 
 

Contact Elaine Richards (Kennel Maintainer, Hertfordshire) 

Email elaine@greyhoundhomer.co.uk 

Phone 01279 501 899 

Mobile 07505 307 810 
 

 
 

Contact Alison Markwood (Home Checking) 

Email alison@greyhoundhomer.co.uk 
 

 
 

Contact Dick Philpot (Secretary) 

Email c/o pat@greyhoundhomer.co.uk 
 

 
 

Contact Mary Madsen (Treasurer) 

Email mary@greyhoundhomer.co.uk 
 

 
 

Contact Bob Madsen (Photography) 

Email bob@greyhoundhomer.co.uk 
 

 
 

Contact Mark Wilson (Webmaster) 

Email mark@greyhoundhomer.co.uk 

Pat Philpot 
Greyhoundhomer RGT 
106 Parsonage Road 
Rainham 

 

Essex 
RM13 9LF 

  

 www.greyhoundhomer.co.uk 

Helping Hands include: 
Vikki Gracie . Ian Gracie 
Nikki Boyle . Daniel Marsh 
Sally French . Danielle French 
Alan & Hazel Homer 

Dog Walkers include: 
Lisa Cornish . Tracy Cornish . Eddie 
Cornish . David Ives . Jane Rayner 
Cheryl Hart . Clive Hart . Jan Hart 
Nicky, Melissa and Craig Solkhon 
Louise Chick . Edgar Munns . Millie & 
Norman Stevens . Dave Soady . Helen & 
Chris Daguiar . Hazel Homer . the 
Bergen family . Pat Johnson 

 
 

We’d like to send our thanks out to all those who help us out throughout the 
year, there are so many of you, far too many to list above, your help is very 
much appreciated! 


